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Dover Publications, Mineola, 2002. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 128pp Dover Thrift Edition. [In stock in
Australia, for immediate delivery] Unabridged republication of a standard edition. One of the greatest English
playwrights, Christopher Marlowe received the scholarly compliment of having long been considered the
author of some plays now attributed to Shakespeare. Marlowe's remarkable inventiveness and powers of poetic
expression enabled him to render his first play, Tamburlaine, in the relatively new form of blank verse. This two-
part 1587 romantic tragedy derives from the historical figure of Tamerlane (1336-1405), a Mongol warrior
whose conquests extended from the Black Sea to the Upper Ganges. In Part I, Tamburlaine represents the best
and most admirable qualities of the Renaissance man - a daring ability to defy the odds and pursue all life's
possibilities. The first part concludes with the hero at the zenith of his powers; in Part Il, however, Tamburlaine's
ambition overrides his better nature, and his greed and vanity lead directly to his decline and fall. These Thrift
Editions are useful workshop or rehearsal tools - you may be reluctant to annotate more expensive versions (or
throw them around with thespian abandon), but these hardy and handy editions don't mind that treatment at
alll.
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