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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the fighting written by generals,
soldiers, and journalists *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of
contents We have been too oGen disappointed by the optimism of the American leaders, both in Vietnam and
Washington, to have faith any longer in the silver linings they find in the darkest clouds.we are mired in a
stalemate that could only be ended by negotiation, not victory. - Walter Cronkite, February 27, 1968 Before the
Vietnam War, most Americans would have been hard pressed to locate Vietnam on a map. South Vietnamese
President Diem s regime was extremely unpopular, and war broke out between Communist North Vietnam and
South Vietnam around the end of the 1950s. Kennedy s administration tried to prop up the South Vietnamese
with training and assistance, but the South Vietnamese military was feeble. A month before his death, Kennedy
signed a presidential directive withdrawing 1,000 American personnel, and shortly aGer Kennedy s
assassination, new President Lyndon B. Johnson reversed course, instead opting to expand American assistance
to South Vietnam. Over the next few years, the American military commitment to South Vietnam grew
dramatically, and the war e@ort became both deeper and more complex. The strategy included parallel e@orts
to strengthen the economic and political foundations of the South Vietnamese regime, to root out the Viet Cong
guerrilla insurgency in the south, combat the more conventional North Vietnamese Army (NVA) near the
Demilitarized Zone between north and south, and bomb military and industrial targets in North Vietnam itself.
In public, American military o@icials and members of the Johnson administration stressed their tactical
successes and offered rosy predictions; speaking...
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