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Original publisher: Washington, DC : U. S. Dept. of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, National Institute of
Justice, 1998 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)39703216 Subject: Assassination -- United States -- Prevention. Excerpt: . ..
Protective Intelligence and Threat Assessment Investigations leaders, a number of attacks on State and local
elected officials, several murders of Federal and State judges, and several well-publicized attacks on celebrities
and business leaders. These attacks do not include many other individuals who presented themselves as
warranting serious concern. Each year, Federal, State, and local law enforcement officials and private security
officers intercede with thousands of individuals who demonstrate inappropriate or unusual interest in a public
official or figure. Some of these individuals were intercepted within lethal range of a target just before they
attempted to mount an attack. Although substantial academic literature on assassination exists, little has been
written about the thinking and behavior of assail-ants who attempt attacks on prominent persons. For
example, how do attackers select their targets What are their motives How do they plan their attacks How do
these persons assess the security barriers that face them What communications, if any, do they make before
their attacks To what extent do symptoms of mental illness affect their actions Planned, targeted attacks are
not confined to those involving prominent public officials and celebrities. Tragically, such attacks are a
frequent feature of interpersonal violence in this country today. Cases involving stalking, domestic violence,
workplace violence, and bias-motivated criminal activity involve planned - often violent - attacks on
intentionally selected targets. Exceptional Case Study Project The study examined the thinking and behavior of
all 83 persons known to have attacked or approached to attack a prominent pub-lic official or figure in the...
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