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the first rushing Soviet automobiles, shooting along at an
alarming speed, a speed to raise your hair on end. A military
speed, a campaign speed, a speed for providing the munitions,
a speed to replace men at the front. My first impression: It is a
city of proletarians. The worker rules, the worker dominates
the streets, the life of the city. We enter the Nevsky Prospect, the
principal business and pleasure street of the old empire. Many
shops are boarded up, many shops are still open and doing
business, but it is clear at first sight that they are selling out
superfluous things, gewgaws, perfumes, expensive writing
paper, photographs, pictures; 400 Soviet rubles for a small
bottle of perfume, 500 Soviet rubles for a small silver mesh
purse. | later grasped the money problem and was no longer
surprised. Nevsky Prospect is very lively...
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