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the South Carolina Historical Society As | pass in review the history of South Carolina and the illustrious men
whose precepts, but still more whose examples made her what she was, | have always regarded Christopher
Gadsden as one of the noblest of that noble band. His was the stern virtue which we were long taught lo believe,
characterized the ancient Spartan, tempered by the mild influences of the modern Christian. He was perhaps,
what in our degenerate days would be called an impracticable man; that is, a man who could not bend from
the dictate of principle to that of policy, and could therefore, be neither a good party leader, nor even a good
party man. He followed always the impulse of incorruptible honesty, and was the impersonation of the most
exalted chivalry. Fear and favor were alike foreign to Ills nature. He respected himself, and reverenced his
Creator. Duty had no more obedient follower; truth no more devoted servant. Enthusiastic even to, rashness in
the cause of American Independence, his capacious heart beat as keenly for the wrongs of Massachusetts as for
the insults to Carolina. He served his whole country with his whole heart, and when he died and his remains
were committed to the keeping of his mother earth, she closed upon the noblest heart that ever beat with love
for his country s virtues, or bled at witnessing the outrages which were heaped upon her devoted bosom. More
than seventy years have passed since lie was removed from the sight of man, and few memorials are left to
record his acts. A...
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