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she became pregnant. Chaney insisted she have an abortion. Flora s response was to turn a gun on herself.
Although her wounds were not severe the trauma made her temporarily deranged. In late 1876 his mother
married John London and the young child was brought to live with them as they moved around the Bay area,
eventually settling in Oakland where Jack completed grade school. Jack also worked hard at several jobs,
sometimes 12-18 hours a day, but his dream was university. He was lent money for that and after intense
studying enrolled in the summer of 1896 at the University of California in Berkeley. In 1897, at 21, Jack searched
out newspaper accounts of his mother s suicide attempt and the name of his biological father. He wrote to
William Chaney, then living in Chicago. Chaney said he could not be London s father because he was impotent;
and casually asserted that London s mother had relations with other men. Jack, devastated by the response,
quit Berkeley and went to the Klondike. Though equally because of his continuing dire finances Jack might
have taken that as the excuse he needed to leave. In the Klondike Jack began to gather material for his writing
but also accumulated many health problems, including scurvy, hip and leg problems many of which he then
carried for life. By the late 1890 s Jack was regularly publishing short stories and by the turn of the century full
blown novels. By 1904 Jack had...
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