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But the most serious offense had been committed by the high
priest, Eliashib. He had given a chamber in the temple to his
kinsman, Tobiah the Ammonite, whom we know as an enemy of
Nehemiah, and his grandson, Manasseh, had even married
Nicaso, the daughter of Sanballat, Nehemiah s cbief adversary.
And now Nehemiah adopted rigorous measures. He went about
the whole country to hunt out mixed marriages and appeal to
the consciences of the guilty parties; he punished severely
violations of the command of Sabbath rest; he had the gates of
Jerusalem closed on Friday evening and kept closed the whole
Sabbath, and when heathen traders tried to set up their market
without the walls of Jerusalem on the Sabbath, he had them
warned and threatened with violent punishment. The temple
tithes, likewise, were systematized carefully and provision made
for their correct payment....
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