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Oxford University Press, USA, United States, 1993. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 234 x 156 mm.
Language: English Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.No one can tell us more about jazz than the
musicians themselves. Unfortunately, most oral histories have limited scope--focusing on a particular era or
style--and fail to capture the full, rich story of jazz. Now, in this vivid oral history, W. Royal Stokes presents
nearly a century of jazz--its people, places, periods, and styles--as it was seen by the artists who created
America s most distinctive music. Here, along with the author s enlightening commentary, are the words of
musicians famous and little-known, veterans of the early years and pathbreakers of the present, telling us
about their origins and adventures, about the places and performers they have known. We read of young
artists learning their skills surrounded by poverty, going on to win fame around the world. We feel the
excitement of jazz before the war ( The music was all over the place, recalled Wild Bill Davison. It s just
unbelievable how many bands there were in Chicago. You could go anywhere and there d be a band. ). And we
glimpse the gritty, hard life hidden beneath the beauty of the notes they played: I remember not eating
practically a month several times, said Mary Lou Williams. During the depression we played engagements and
we knew we weren t going to get any money because Andy would scatch his face when he was walking toward
the band and the trumpet player would pull out his horn and play the Weary Blues. And we d laugh about it. We
hadn t eaten in a couple of days and nothing was said, because the music was our survival. Stokes not only
uncovers the history of...
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