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illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: . . . be shown that by putting together one and one, one and one and one, etc, we
arrive at the system of whole numbers or, positive integers as they are more usually designated. Having agreed
to define two numbers as equal when to every element of the first there is a corresponding element of the
seoond, and reciprocally to every element of the second there is a corresponding element of the first, to define
two numbers as unequal when to every element of the first there is a corresponding element of the seoond, but
not reciprocally (in whioh case we say the first is less than the seoond, the second greater than the first), we are
prepared for addition. This we define to be the process of forming from two numbers, a and b, a third c, whioh
shall contain all the elements belonging to both a and b, and none other. The significance of the sum of three
or more numbers is readily discovered, and the associative and commutative laws for the addition of positive
integers can be established. . . , , In case the numbers to be combined are equal we are naturally led to the idea
of multiplication. This we may define as follows: to multiply a number a by a second number b is to form a
third number c from elements a in the same way that b is formed from its fundamental units, and so on for the
product of...
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