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The UN Declaration on human rights has been fifty years old. A
moment is needed to take Stock and to look at the deficits which
still exist in terms of human rights half a century later. The
declaration of 1948 contains a comprehensive list of political,
economic, social and Cultural rights and aims at the protection
of the freedom, equality, and human dignity of all human
beings, irrespective of their race, gender, Language or religion.
Never before in History had there been such a far-reaching and
solemn undertaking to protect each and every individual from
all forms of oppression and deprivation. Two treaties adopted
by the UN General Assembly in 1966 translate the ideas of the
Human Rights Declaration into binding international law, and a
High Commissioner for Human Rights, an office created as a
result of the UN Human Rights Conference in Vienna in 1993, has
been put in charge of monitoring, the human rights situation
and coordinate UN action on it. Numerous human rights NGOs
all over the world, most important among them Amnesty
International, have established themselves as additional
watchdogs...
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