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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****The United States government spends billions of dollars on home
ownership programs in low and moderate income communities. However, there is paucity of academic
research to assess the socioeconomic impacts of these programs. The purpose of this empirical research was to
assess their possible impacts. The key research question explored the relationship between low and moderate
income home ownership, the independent variable, and the dependent variables of the rates of crime,
unemployment, high school graduation, and standardized test scores in the communities concerned. The
research design was quantitative-causal. Welfare economic theory formed the theoretical foundation for the
study. Using public records, data were collected from four low and moderate income communities in major
Midwestern metropolitan areas. The proposed relationships were tested through independent sample t-tests
and regression analyses. Results indicated no significant relationship between low and moderate home
ownership rate and the rates of the studied socioeconomic indicators. A significant social change implication of
this finding would be to relocate federal dollars from housing schemes to more socially and economically
relevant programs, such as those geared toward improving educational opportunities in low and moderate
income communities.
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