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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1867 edition. Excerpt: .tragic situations; that fate on the other hand should always
be terrible, and become in the highest degree tragic, when it confounds the guilty and guiltless in one common
ruin. These reflections led them back to the consideration of the wonderful character of Hamlet, and the
peculiarities of that tragedy. They admitted that the hero was a creature of sentiment rather than of action,
that events alone impel him forward, and therefore that the plav possessed somewhat the characteristics of a
novel. But inasmuch as the plan is sketched by the hand of Fate, commencing with a fearful deed, and the hero
is ever urged on to the accomplishment of a deed of terror, the play becomes in the highest degree tragic, and
can have no other than a tragic termination. They resolved now to commence their reading rehearsals, an
employment to which Wilhelm had looked forward with the greatest delight. He had long since collated the
diIerent parts of the play, so that his task was rendered comparatively easy. All the actors were familiar with
the piece, and it was therefore only necessary to convince them of the importance of these reading rehearsals
before they took them in hand. As it is expected that every musician should, to some extent, be competent to
play at sight, so every actor and indeed every educated man, should possess the art of reading from the book,
and of seizing the spirit of a play, a poem,...
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