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Excerpt: . ACT II. SCENE II. The King s pavilion in the English
Camp at Calais.--Discovered the Queen with her Ladies: enter
Sir Thomas Holland. Queen. Welcome, Sir Thomas Holland,
you who won Great glory for us on the day of Crecy: But not
for that our errand with you now, Vour heart will tell you truer.
She you vowed To make your lady if the God of Battles
Vouchsafed you safe return, and whom indeed You cherished
as your wife in those few hours That fled between the plighting
of your troth And hoisting sail for France. . . . Holland. Aye,
what of her, The sunshine, crown, and anchor of my life? She is
not dead and I unkilled in battle? Or granted absolution from
her troth-- Against her will--and forced to wed some Prince And
buy with beauty soldiers for the King!...
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