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A Serior, Don Juan Espinosa Y De Maldonado, Estimado y distinguido Amigo mio: It would be most pleasant to
continue this letter in the language in which it begins and which you taught me some five and twenty years ago,
but | wish others to read it as well as yourself. | dedicate this little book to you for several reasons: not because
of our common friendship, extending now over more than a quarter of a century, nor yet for the confidence
which you have reposed in me under many trying circumstances during that long period, but rather because
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their good and other qualities, and because also you know that here | have set down nought in malice, have
said nothing that you do not know to be true, and drawn no inference from the facts of past times or the doings
of living men which you would not sanction and endorse. With one exception. | am quite aware that you do not
share in what | have said at page 118, but this is not my own opinion it is the candidly expressed view of the
leading men of Lima. | know that you have always insisted upon Peru paying her debts, not merely because you
well know that she can pay quite easily, but also...
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